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Second International Summer School in Sociolinguistics

21-26 July, 2025 Thilisi, Georgia

State Language Department, Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University and Giorgi
Akhvlediani Society for the History of Linguistics are pleased to invite applications for a
week-long second international summer school in sociolinguistics, running from Monday
21 July to Sunday 26 July 2025. Conducted in person in the First Campus of Tbilisi State
University.

The Second International Summer School in Sociolinguistics focuses on the theory and
practice of sociolinguistics, language contact, linguistic situation, language hierarchy,
language policy and human rights.

Summer School in Sociolinguistics is targeted at both BA, Ma and PHD students, also
post-docs, junior and senior researchers and offers six various topics. It will be last five
days, the fifth day for student presentations, which will be followed by the excursion and
banquet on Saturday, July 26, 202.

Registration Instructions:
Registration Open until 16-Jul-2025

To receive an online application, an applicant of Summer School in Sociolinguistics can
send an email to the following address: gashol.ge@gmail.com
Applications are invited until 16 July, 2025 through the online application form:

English: https://shorturl.at/X0wU7

Georgian: https://shorturl.at/5GRJp

To participate in the Summer School, knowledge of English is required, since English is
the working language of the school.

Minimum Education Level: Linguistics, Sociology

Summer scool courses:

Introductory lecture by Giorgi Alibegashvili
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LANGUAGE IN (POST) COLONIAL SETTING
Henning Radke

Language and Colonialism. Colonial language policies and linguistic hierarchies. Language
shift, maintenance, and loss. Pidgins, creoles, and mixed languages.

Power, Identity, and Resistance. Language as a tool of control and liberation. Indigenous
language revitalization.

Postcolonial Language Policies. Official and national languages in independent states.
Educational policies: monolingualism vs. multilingualism.

Globalization and Linguistic Futures. English as the only global language? Digital
communication and postcolonial languages.

HISTORICAL SOCIOLINGUISTICS AND MULTILINGUALISM
Matthias Kappler
Theoretical frames about a historical perspective in sociolinguistics

Diachronic aspects of language contact and multilingualism. Substratum, language shift,
elite multilingualism.

Case studies I (mainly from the Ottoman Empire)

Case studies IT (Cyprus)

SECOND LANGUAGE SOCIOLINGUISTICS

Dick Smakman

Introduction to the Field. The goals of Language Teaching.
Models of L2 Learning

Teaching Grammar, Vocabulary, Writing and Pronunciation
Learner Strategies in SLA. Individual Learner Differences

The Native Speaker Norm. Teaching Styles

LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTICS OF THE CAUCASUS
Thomas Wier

What are Caucasian languages? (Linguistic Geography; the Caucasus as a classical residual

zone)

Structures - sounds and shapes (phonological and morphosyntactic features of Caucasian
languages)

Origins and diversity (areal, historical and typological questions of the Caucasus as a
Sprachbund)

Multilingualism, Gender, and Language death



LANGUAGE SITUATION IN GEORGIA

Tinatin Bolkvadze

Retrieval of sociolinguistic data from modern and old sources;
Elaboration and codification of literary language norms;
Monolingualism, bilingualism and diglossia in Georgia;

Sociolinguistic questionnaires and analyses of survey results



